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Morris Campus Assembly
'Minutes
May 30, 1972
Chairman Imholte recognized Bob Morris who explained the process of
revision followed by the UMM Academic Miss.ion Statement to formulate
the second draft of the Miss.ion Statement before the Assembly. Bob
Morris s.uggested that the Ass:embly could vote on the proposed statement now and that to dis:cuss the implications listed from the statement might defeat consideration of and deliberation on the statement
itself.
Jim Shekleton moved the following amendment to replace the paragraph
concerning freedom and responsibility. The amendment was made recognizing that editorial changes in the statement would be necessary if
the amendment were adopted.
"We believe that scholarship is fundamentally an activity and
that learning is properly viewed as an integral part of, and
not as an adjunct to, a life style. Thus, we ·attempt to design
our academic programs in such a way as to enable and encourage
students to become involved in the process of inquiry. Our
intent is not to in every case foster professionalism, it is
rather to aid people in their attemp~s to develop skills and
a sense of resourcefulness that will better enable them to
cope with the increasingly complex character and demands of
society. Our liberal arts program provides the basic framework
within which students and faculty may work, however, we realize
that this program exhausts neither the interests nor the aptitudes
of the community. In accord with this realization we have
devised structures that allow students and faculty to formulate
and pursue programs or courses which meet the special interests
of the participants. These structures further reflect our recognition that at its best unconstrained scholarly activity is an
exciting form of personal expression. We feel that the development of an attitude such that action based upon one's own inquiry
becomes a habitual means of personal expression is one of the ·.
primary criteria for the success of a program in higher education
and that the aforementioned structures are not merely ways of
accommodating diversity but are essential to fulfilling the task
of the University."
Bob Morris explained that this proposed amendment was discussed by
the Commission and that its intention was incorporated in the last
sentence of paragraph one and the last sentence of paragraph two of
the proposed statement.
'
The amendment failed by vote of show of hands.
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Tony Skrbek proposed to amend the statement by deleting the first
sentence of the paragraph under freedom and responsibility which
reads:
11

Freedorn is exercised most responsJbly when ~es.ponsibility
is given the greatest freedom. 11

The amendment passed by show of hands.
Peter French moved to delete the entire remaining paragraph under
freedom and responsibility. Seconded. The discussion of this amendment focused on the defensibility of the truth of the statement and
the kind of truth and ones basis for ascertaining the "truth" of a
statement pertaining t .? facts and/or ideals or goals,'
Truman Driggs suggested a variation in wording of the paragraph in
a desire to retain it in the statement. Discussion followed urging
to defeat the present amendment to allow. for the suggested rewordi_ng.
The amendment carried by show of hands.
Harold Hinds then introduced an amended wording of the same paragraph
to read as follows, plus the deletion of the first line of the last
paragraph of the statement as follows:
"In higher education, a person's ability to learn is enhanced
when the setting of goals and the continuing appraisal of their
achievement remains an individual responsibility. A person who
takes upon himself the responsibility for making choices important to him increases his opportunity to gain the capacity to
make such choices wisely. 11
The last sentence of this paragraph deleted:
''An institution that denies this responsibility to individuals
closes the most important avenue to wisdom."
Also delete:
nsince a static ins.ti tution is not one which sustains community. . • "
from the last paragraph.
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Joe Jesseph moved to table the statement since it seemed
to discuss such large issues in the context of the total
Seconded by French. The motion to table was defeated 31
10 abstentions. The motion needed a two-thirds majority

inappropriate
Assembly.
to 26 with
to pass.

John Diehl moved to divide the question and consider each element
of the amendment separately. Seconded by Bursack. The motion failed
by show of hands.

It was moved to strike "In higher education . .
This amendment carried.

"from the amendment

The question to vote was called and passed,, by show of hands.
The amendment as amended passed by show of hands.
The discussion returned to the second draft of the Mission Statement
as amended.
Tony Skrbek suggested editorial changes in the statement to include
both "herself" and "himself" whenever appropriate. The suggestion
was well taken.
Jim Shekleton moved to reconsider the previous amendment, but time
for the Assembly discussion was passed.
Joe Comprone moved to suspend the rules, but the motion failed 32 to
33 with 4 abstentions. Since the motion needed a two-thirds majority,
the motion failed and the Assembly adjourned.
pt

